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Findings of the Committee:
Aliegation 1:

That Dr. Bakonyi caused, instigated, sanctioned or participated in one or more of the
following:

a. an advertisement in the Liffey Champion on or around 25 July 2009 and/or

b. one or more articles which appeared on the website www.saltcave.ie on or around 01
September 2009 and/or

c. an article in the Irish Times on or around 15 December 2009 and/or

d. an article in the Liffey Champion on or ardund 05 February 2011 and/or
e. an advertisement in the Liffey Champion on or around 26 February 2011
f. aradio programme aired on RTE on or around 09 June 2010

in circumstances where one or more of the above:

a. contained one or more false and/or misleading claims and/or



b. raised unrealistic public expectations and/or

c. did not include information about the risk of neglecting, reducing or  abandoning

proven treatments and/or
Having regard to the evidence adduced, the Committee found that :
Allegation 1(a) was proven as to fact.
Reason: The statement “Just by using a 100% natural therapy which is safe and proven?”.
Although this is expressed in question form, it amounted to a false and misleading claim in
substance, having regard to the terms of the advertisement and the evidence of Professor
Lane which established this beyond a reasonable doubt.
Allegation 1(a) did amount to poor professional performance.
Reason: The evidence of Professor Lane established this beyond a reasonable doubt.
Allegation 1(b) was proven as to fact.
Reason: The Commitiee was satisfied that several of the statements contained
on the website amounted to false and misleading claims, raised unrealistic public
expectations, and did not include information about the risk of neglecting, reducing or
abandoning proven treatments. The Committee was satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt,

having regard to the website material itself, and the evidence of Professor Lane.

Allegation 1(b) did amount to poor professional performance.

Reason: The evidence of Professor Lane established this beyond a reasonable doubt.
Allegation 1(c) was proven as to fact.

Reason: The statement "one session in the salt cave normalises the immunoregulation of

the chest”, constituted a misleading claim beyond a reasonable doubt, having regard to the
evidence of Prof. Lane.

Allegation 1(c) did amount to poor professional performance.

Reason: The evidence of Professor Lane established this beyond a reasonable doubt.

Allegation 1(d) was not proven as to fact.

Allegation 1(e) was not proven as to fact.

Allegation 1(f) was not proven as to fact.



Allegation 2:

That Dr. Bakonyi offered and/or provided (or arranged for the offering and/or provision of)
salt cave climatherapy treatment to one or more patients when:

a. that treatment did not have any or any adequate evidential basis and/or had
not been validated by conventional standards and/or

b. he had not made it clear to one or more of the patients that this treatment did
not have any or any adequate evidential basis and/or had not been validated
by conventional standards and/or

c. he knew or ought to have know that these patients would not derive any or
any significant benefit and/or

d. he failed to emphasise to one or more of the patients that they should
continue with their conventional treatments and/or medications and/or
Allegation 2(a) was proven as to fact.
Reason: The Committee was satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt that the treatment was
offered and provided to one or more patients, but it did not have
any adequate evidential basis and had not been validated by conventional standards, having
regard to the evidence of Prof. Lane.

Allegation 2(a) did amount to poor professional performance.

Reason: The evidence of Professor Lane established this beyond a reasonable doubt.

Allegation 2(b) was not proven as to fact.
Allegation 2(c) was not proven as to fact.

Allegation 2(d) was withdrawn.
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